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ABSTRACT

The study assesses the impact of tobacco billboard bans on smoking in 

Switzerland. The staggered policy introduction across cantons is exploited, 

using novel estimators that are robust to treatment effect heterogeneity. 

Based on retrospective smoking histories from the Swiss Health Survey, a 

rich panel dataset spanning from 1993 to 2017 is reconstructed. Preliminary 

results indicate that tobacco billboard bans lead to a statistically significant 

but modest reduction in smoking rates. The effect is driven by women and 

individuals aged 25–44 and 65+, and persists up to five years after policy 

introduction.
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